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Tarn K. Pani 


ON A COLLECTION OF HETEROMERA AND CUCUJOIDEA 
OF THE MUSEO CIVICO DI STORIA NATURALE 
"Cr. DORIA”, GENOVA 


(COLEOPTERA, POLYPHAGA) 


INTRODUCTION 


I received a collection of undetermined beetles from the Museo 
Civico di Storia Naturale *G. Doria", Genova which had been col- 
lected in continental and insular Africa, South and Southeast Asia, 
Pacific Islands etc. more than one century ago. 


Several species of Heteromera and Cucujoidea were amongst 
this material, including two new species of /nopeplus Smith and one 
new species for each of the genera Indoleptipsius Pal, Aphanocephalus 
Wollaston, Parafallia Arrow, Paramaschema Heller, Cephalophanus 
John and Euxestus Wollaston. 


The inventory of the material and descriptions of the eight new 
species are presented in this work. The material examined is now 
housed in the following institutions: 


MSNG - Museo Civico di Storia Naturale “G. Doria", Genova; 
ZSI - Zoological Survey of India, Kolkata. 


SYSTEMATIC ACCOUNT 


Order COLEOPTERA 
Suborder POLYPHAGA 
Superfamily HETEROMERA 


* Zoological Survey of India, M-Block, New Alipore, Kolkata- 700 053, India. 
E-mail: tkpal51@rediffmail.com 
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Family OTHNIIDAE 


Genus Ocholissa Pascoe 


Ocholissa laticeps Grouvelle 
Ocholissa laticeps Grouvelle, 1908, Annls. Soc. ent. Fr., 77: 410. 


Material: Birmania, Bhamò, X.1886, L. Fea, 1 ex. (MSNG); 
Tenasserim, Thagatà, 1V.1887, L. Fea, 1 ex. (MSNG); Giava, Tci- 
bodas, X.1874, O. Beccari, 1 ex. (ZSI). 


Size: length 3.05-3.08 mm. 


Distribution: India (Karnatak); Myanmar (new record); Indo- 
nesia (new record). 


Family INOPEPLIDAE 


Genus Inopeplus Smith 


Inopeplus biocellatus (Motschulsky) 


Euryplatys biocellatus Motschulsky, 1859, Etud. ent., 8: 98. 


Inopeplus biocellatus: Grouvelle, 1908, Annls. Soc. ent. Fr.,77: 462; Sengupta, Pal € 
Mukhopadhyay, 1977, Orient. Ins., 11: 399. 


Material: Mentawei, Sipora, Sereinu, V-VI.1894, E. Modigliani, 
1 ex. (MSNG); Mentawei, Si Oban, IV-VIII.1894, E. Modigliani, 
1 ex. (ZSI). 


Size: length 3.80-4.50 mm. 


Distribution: India (Arunachal Pradesh, Meghalaya, West 
Bengal); Indonesia: Java (new record). 


Inopeplus pacificus n. sp. 


General appearance (Fig. 1) elongated, flattened, shiny, black- 
ish, elytra with pale orbicular spot, last four abdominal segments 
(occasionally three) exposed, mouthparts partially exposed. 


Head broader than long, apical margin truncate, fronto-clypeal 
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Fig. 1 - Inopeplus pacificus n. sp., dorsal view (scale — 1.0 mm.). 
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suture distinct and nearly straight, apical margin of frons with 
transverse depression; no longitudinal impressed line on vertex, a 
semicircular depression on vertex surrounding inner margin of eye 
less distinct, a short oblique depression arising from orbital margin; 
puncturation on vertex fine, rounded, moderately dense, separated 
by 2-4 diameter; eyes moderately large and finely facetted. Antenna 
moderately long and slender, scape moderately large and curved, 
pedicel shorter and narrower than scape, segment 3 more or less 
similar in proportion to pedicel, segments 4-9 subequal, about as 
broad as long and slightly wider than 3, segment 10 slightly elon- 
gate, segment 11 elongate and acuminate at apex; scape and pedicel 
reddish-brown and segment 3-11 dark brown. 


Prothorax transverse, flattened, widest beyond middle and 
markedly narrowed towards base; lateral margin smooth, distinctly 
sinuate in posterior third, finely bordered from base to posterior 
two-thirds; small paired depressions on posterior third of pronotal 
disc; puncturation on pronotum roundish, finer and sparser than on 
vertex, separated by about 3-6 diameter. 


Scutellum transverse, rounded apically and impunctate. 


Elytra broader than long, widest near apex, puncturation fine, 
slightly sparser than on pronotum; a rounded pale spot on posterior 
half of each elytron and the border of which less distinct, last four 
(occasionally three) abdominal segments exposed. 


Ventral surface blackish, shiny. 


Aedeagus (Fig. 3 a,b) somewhat trilobed-type; median lobe 
broad, elongate with tubular tip, basal end moderately dilated; 
tegmen forming a ring with large dorsal cap, basal angles produced 
into paired struts; parameres elongate, feebly bilobed, outer lobe 
little narrower and apically more extended, a few setae on either lobe. 


Measurements of holotype: total length 2.76 mm, width of head 
across eyes 0.67 mm, length of antenna 1.03 mm, length and width 
of prothorax 0.42 mm and 0.67 mm, length and width of elytra 0.96 
mm and 1.05 mm. 


Holotype: Is. Goodenough, 1.1890, L. Loria (MSNG). 


Paratypes: same data as holotype, 10 ex. (8: MSNG, 2: ZSI); 
N. Guinea mer., Waicunina, VI.1890, L. Loria, 3 ex. (2: MSNG, 
1: ASD; "Miestaweli, Si Oban, TV-VITI 1694, E. Modigliani, 2 ex. 
(LSD. 


A COLLECTION OF HETEROMERA AND CUCUJOIDEA 197 


Etymology: the species-name refers to its occurrence in 
the Islands in the Pacific Ocean. 


Remarks: the species comes close to an insular species, 
I. andamanicus Pal & Datta, 1982 but can be distinguished by the 
presence of paired admedian depressions on basal third of prono- 
tum, a suborbicular pale spot near middle of either elytron, eyes 
comparatively longer and tempora of head not longer than eyes. The 
aedeagus of /. andamanicus is not studied and hence could not be 
compared with /. pacificus. 


Inopeplus sthulalinga n. sp. 


General appearance (Fig. 2) elongated, flattened, shiny, choco- 
late-brown, unicolourous, last three abdominal segments (occasion- 
ally four) exposed, mouthparts partially exposed. 


Head broader than long, apical margin truncate, fronto-clypeal 
suture distinct and nearly straight, apical margin of frons with trans- 
verse depression, no longitudinal impressed line on vertex; punctur- 
ation on vertex coarse, rounded to little elongate, moderately dense, 
separated by 1-3 diameter; eyes moderately large and moderately 
coarsely facetted, orbital margin of vertex narrowly depressed, no 
oblique depression arises from orbital margin, tempora longer than 
eyes. Antenna moderately long and slender, scape moderately large 
and curved, pedicel shorter and narrower than scape, segment 3 
more or less similar in proportion to pedicel, segments 4-10 about 
as broad as long and slightly transverse, broader than preceding 
segment and feebly wider towards apex, segment 11 elongate and 
broadly pointed apicad. 


Prothorax slightly elongate, flattened, widest little behind front 
across anterior denticles and narrowed towards base; lateral margin 
with one anterior and two posterior denticles, finely bordered from 
base to anterior denticles; puncturation on pronotum roundish, finer 
and sparser than on vertex, slightly denser laterally, separated by 
about 1.5-4 diameter. 


Scutellum transverse, rounded apically and 1mpunctate. 


Elytra about as broad as long, broadened posteriorly, glabrous, 
an outwardly directed metathoracic spine present near middle of 
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Fig. 2 - Inopeplus sthulalinga n. sp. 
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elytra, last three (occasionally four) abdominal segments exposed. 

Ventral surface brown, shiny. 

Aedeagus (Fig. 3 c, d) somewhat trilobed-type; median lobe 
broad, elongate, somewhat broader apically, basal end dilated; 
tegmen forming a ring with large dorsal cap, base on sides produced 
into paired struts; parameres short, elongate, apex broadly rounded 
with a few setae. | 

Measurements of holotype: total length 2.72 mm, width of head 
across eyes 0.63 mm, length of antenna 0.94 mm, length and width 
of prothorax 0.48 mm and 0.44 mm, length and width of elytra 1.00 
mun and 0.93 mm. 

Holotype: Is. S. Thomé, Agua-Izé, 400-700 m, XII.1900, L. 
Fea (MSNG). 

Paratypes: same data as holotype, 3 ex. (MSNG); Is. Principe, 
Roca Inf. D. Henrique, I-IV.1901, 200-300 m, L. Fea, 11 ex. (7: 
PISNG, 4: ZSD); Is. Principe, Roca Inf. D. Henrique, V-1901, L. 
Fea, 2 ex. (MSNG). 

Etymology: the specific-name is the Bengali adjective 
'sthulalinga', that refers to the broad penis (median lobe) of male 
Of this species. 

Remarks: This species shows apparent similarity with Z. 
patkoicus Pal, 1992 (northeast India) in prothoracic denticulation but 
can be differentiated by slightly elongate prothorax (vs. transverse 
in patkoicus), impunctate and immaculate elytra (vs. finely punctate 
elytra with a pair of ovoid spots in basal half in patkoicus); apex of 
median lobe of aedeagus broad and parameres distinctly different. 


Superfamily CUCUJOIDEA 
Family MONOTOMIDAE 


Genus Mimemodes Reitter 


Mimemodes sp. 
Material: New Guinea, Dilo, VI-VII.1890, L. Loria, 1 ex. 
(MSNG). 
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Fig. 3 - Aedeagi. a, Inopeplus pacificus n. sp., dorsal view; b, Inopeplus pacificus n. 
sp., enlarged view of right paramere; c, Inopeplus sthulalinga n. sp., dorsal 
view; d, Inopeplus sthulalinga n. sp., enlarged view of right paramere. 
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Size: length 2.70 mm. 


Remarks: this species shows certain resemblances with 
one Indian species, M. kimbhutus Sengupta, 1976, but differs by its 
longer tempora (more than half as long as eye) and larger eyes. The 
long and distinct tempora of this species is not often seen in other 
species of Mimemodes. 


Genus Indoleptipsius Pal 


Indoleptipsius poggii n. sp. 


General appearance (Fig. 4) elongated, moderately depressed, 
mandibles partly exposed, eyes non-projecting, antennal club 1-seg- 
mented, yellowish-brown, dorsal puncturation moderately coarse, 
little shiny and almost glabrous, elytra exposes one tergite of abdomen. 


Head transverse, widest across eyes; eyes moderately large and 
about one-third as long as head, moderately coarsely facetted; no 
distinct sculpture on dorsal side except oblique, linear supra-anten- 
nal depressions; puncturation on vertex moderately coarse and less 
dense, separated by about 2-3 diameter, frontal area rather finely 
punctate. Antenna slightly longer than head, scape moderately large 
and broadly elongate, pedicel short and narrower than scape, seg- 
ments 3-8 narrower, subequal and more or less transverse, segment 
9 little wider than preceding segment; segment 10 (club) slightly 
elongate and about as long as preceding four segments. 


Prothorax about as broad as long, slightly narrower posteriorly, 
front angles obtuse, hind angles rounded and not well marked, sides 
slightly uneven with minute notches at intervals; disc with a median 
elongate impunctate area which broadened posterad, puncturation on 
disc moderately coarse and not dense, separated by about 1.5-3 diameter. 

Scutellum elongate, glabrous and apical margin rounded. 

Elytra about 1.7x as long as broad, sides feebly arched, apex of 
each elytron separately rounded, moderately large punctures in eight 
regular rows along fine impressed strial lines, interstices not raised 
or ribbed; pygidium with moderately coarse and sparse punctures, 
sparsely pubescent. 


On ventral side prosternum and metasternum medially impunc- 


IRIK PAIL 


202 


Qr Kn on Ries Quei Que Dane Ge eee 
TRO de. 
ቋም Ag rete OG, - e a ere. e 

e r , he 
#5 DARA AA a lA e, 


p. 4p Er € 57-4 9-4. Grp e 


- s a S 
p 79-0 4-9 eg. 0-4. 8-0. 0 Bo CU Orrin 5 je e 
SOMO GEE tente c S b EX 


» pertes Goes = € 


“eu ove. des $ 


1:08pm). 


. Sp., dorsal view (scale 


ipsius poggii n 


Fig. 4 - Indolept 


A COLLECTION OF HETEROMERA AND CUCUJOIDEA 203 


tate, sparse punctures only on sides; abdominal ventrites I-IV 
impunctate medially and sparsely punctate on sides, last ventrite 
sparsely punctate-pubescent. 


Aedeagus (Fig. 5) uninverted cucujoid-type; median lobe short 
and broad, median orifice at tip, basal foramen large; from the ven- 
tral edge of foramen arises a ring and paired long slender struts 
come out of this ring; tegmen forming a ring-piece and placed on 
ventral side of the struts. 


5 


Fig. 5 - Indoleptipsius poggii n. sp., aedeagus, dorsal view. 
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Measurements of holotype: total length 1.60 mm, width of head 
across eyes 0.38 mm, length of antenna 0.39 mm, length and width 
of prothorax 0.40 mm and 0.40 mm, length and width of elytra 0.80 
mm and 0.46 mm. 


Holotype d: New Guinea, Dilo, VI-VII.1890, L. Loria 
(MSNG). 

Paratypes: same data as holotype, 11 ex. (9: MSNG, 2: ZSD); 
New Guinea, Ighibirei, VII-VIII.1890, L. Loria, 6 ex. (MSNG); 
New Guinea mer., Bujakori, VIII.1890, L. Loria, 2 ex. (ZSI); New 
Guinea S.E., M.ti Astrolabe, 11. 1893, L. Loria, 7 ex. (6: MSNG, 
1: ZSI); New Guinea, Ramoi, 11.1875, O. Beccari, 2 ex. (MSNG); 
New Guinea, Hatam, VII.1875, O. Beccari, 1 ex. (MSNG). 


Etymology: a patronym for Dr. Roberto Poggi, Director, 
Museo Civico di Storia Naturale, Genova, in honour of his contri- 
bution to the systematics of beetles, and for his generous support to 
the present study. 

Remarks: this species differs from the other lone. species 
of the genus, I. ushae Pal, 19968 by the sides of prothorax almost 
straight (vs. slightly arcuate in ushae), indistinctly serrated and serra- 
tion notches distantly placed (vs. distinctly serrated with closely set 
serrulations in ushae), puncturation on vertex and pronotum finer 
and pronotum much less punctate with a medially impunctate area. 


Genus Thione Sharp 


Thione sp. 


Material: Borneo, Sarawak, 1865-66, coll. G. Doria, 1 ex.; Isole 
Key, 1873, O. Beccari, 1 ex. (MSNG). 


Size: length 4.00 mm - 4.48 mm. 
Genus Shoguna Lewis 


Shoguna feae Grouvelle 
Shoguna feae Grouvelle, 1896, Annali Mus. civ. St. nat. Genova, (2) 16 (=36): 41. 
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Material: Borneo, Sarawak, 1865-66, coll. G. Doria, 1 ex. 
(MSNG). 


Size: length 4.60. 


Distribution: Myanmar; Indonesia (Sumatra, Borneo). I have 
examined specimens also from Andaman Is., India. 


Family DiscoLoMIDAE 


Genus Aphanocephalus Wollaston 


Aphanocephalus naius n. sp. 


General appearance (Fig. 6 a) oblong, ovoid, about 1.28x as long 
as broad, convex dorsally and flattened ventrally, shiny, pronotum and 
elytra glabrous, puncturation obscure; dark brown except narrow paler 
stripes on sides of pronotum, antennae and legs paler than dorsum. 


Head small, exposed part distinctly transverse, almost concealed 
from above by pronotum, fronto-clypeal suture situated just in front of 
antennal insertions, dorsum pubescent; eyes moderately large, almost 
covered dorsally by pronotum; antenna (see Fig. 6 b) short, about 
as long as pronotum, scape moderately large, pedicel narrower and 
little elongate, segment 3 elongate, segments 4-7 short and subequal, 
segment 8 slightly wider than 7, club large, slightly elongate, about 
one-fourth as long as antenna and with single pre-apical annulation. 


Prothorax strongly transverse (1.00:2.40), narrowed in front, 
front margin unemarginate, front angles bluntly rounded, lateral 
margin feebly rounded and finely bordered, two lateral pits situated 
close to anterior angle and posterior third, posterior angles acute, 
basal margin distinctly sinuate on either side of middle; a narrow 
elongate, yellowish sublateral stripe on either side of pronotum; 
puncturation obscure and surface glabrous. 


Elytra slightly elongate (1.05:1.0), more than thrice (3.1:1.0) as 
long as prothorax, basal margin emarginated and fitting closely with 
prothorax, humeral angles blunt, widest near middle; sides evenly 
rounded, finely bordered and a little explanate, four lateral pits on 
border in basal two-thirds; surface glabrous and puncturation obscure. 


Ventral side paler; prosternum impunctate or obscurely punctate; 
metasternum with fine and sparse punctures, impunctate mesally; 
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puncturation on abdominal ventrite fine and sparse, scanty pubescence. 


Aedeagus (Fig. 6 c) on one side, median lobe forming a broad 
tube with acuminate and bifid tip, tegmen forming a cap-piece 
enveloping median lobe, its proximal end broad cap-like with sharp 
projections on sides, its distal end bifid and blunt. 


Measurements of holotype: total length 1.92 mm, length of 
antenna 0.50 mm, length and width of prothorax 0.50 mm and 1.20 
mm, length and width of elytra 1.58 mm and 1.50 mm. 


Holotype: Is. Fernando Poo, Basilè, 400-600 m, VIII-IX.1901, 
L. Fea (MSNG). 

Paratypes: same data as holotype, 40 ex. (34: MSNG, 6: ZSI). 

Etymology: the species-name is derived from the Greek 
word ‘nai’ (vat'), meaning yes. 

Remarks: this species shows resemblances with an Afri- 
can species, À. decellei John, 1964, by its largely globular facies and 
apparent similarity of aedeagal structure. But it can be differentiated 
by its deep brown pronotum with a narrow-elongate yellowish sub- 
lateral stripe on either side, bifid apex of median lobe with broadly 
acuminate tips (vs. rather spinous tips in decellez). 


Aphanocephalus sp. 

Material: M.te Camerun, Buea, 800-1200 m.s.m., VI-VII.1902, 
L. Fea, 7 99 (head of 1 ex. broken) (MSNG). 

Size: length 1.72-1.90 mm. 


Remarks: this species shows apparent similarity in facies 
and colouration with the Indian species, A. szkkima Pal, 1996b. But 
the specific identity could not be ascertained for lack of a male spec- 
imen and examination of its aedeagus. 


Genus Parafallia Arrow 


Parafallia habra n. sp. 


General appearance (Fig. 7) oblong, ovoid, about 1.3x as long 
as broad, convex dorsally and flattened ventrally, shiny, moderately 
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punctate, pronotum and elytra almost glabrous and head with scanty 
pubescence; yellowish- to reddish-brown, legs paler. 

Head small, exposed part distinctly transverse, partly concealed 
by pronotum, fronto-clypeal suture situated in front of antennal 


Fig. 7 - Parafallia habra n. sp., dorsal view (scale = 1.0 mm.). 
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insertions, dorsum with fine and sparse pubescence; eyes moderately 
large, somewhat projecting and coarsely facetted; antenna moder- 
ately long, longer than pronotum, scape moderately large, pedicel 
short, narrower and about as broad as long, segment 3 clearly elon- 
gate, segments 4-8 short, subequal and feebly wider towards apex, 
club large, elongate, nearly one-third as long as antenna, with two 
feeble preapical annulations. 


Prothorax strongly transverse (0.56:1.00), narrowed in front, 
front margin deeply emarginate and bisinuate, front angles broadly 
pointed, lateral margin feebly arched and finely bordered, two lat- 
eral pits situated close to front angle and above base, hind angles 
prominent and almost right angle, basal margin rounded; punctura- 
tion on pronotum fine and sparse, setae hardly seen, coarser punc- 
tures arranged more closely above basal margin. 


Scutellum transverse, triangular and impunctate. 


Elytra broader than long (0.96:1.00), about 2.3x as long as pro- 
thorax, basal margin emarginate and fitting with prothoracic base, 
humeral angles not prominent and blunt, widest near middle; sides 
evenly rounded, finely bordered and a little explanate; puncturation 
coarser than on pronotum, moderately sparsely arranged, separated 
by about 3-6 diameter, punctures bordering margin comparatively 
coarser. 


Ventral side paler, sterna with moderately coarse and sparse 
punctures laterally and impunctate mesally, puncturation on abdom- 
inal ventrites moderately coarse and sparse, almost glabrous. 

Aedeagus (Fig. 8 a,b) on one side, median lobe forming a tubu- 
lar-shape; tegmen forming a cap-piece partially enveloping median 
lobe, distal end spatulate and studded with long setae. 

Measurements of holotype: total length 1.75 mm, width of head 
across eyes 0.47 mm, length of antenna 0.60 mm, length and width 
of prothorax 0.52 mm and 0.92 mm, length and width of elytra 1.21 
mn and 1.25 mm. 


Holotype d: Sumatra, Lago Toba, II & X1I.1891, E. Modigliani 
(MSNG). 


Paratype: Sumatra, D. Tolong, X1.1890, E. Modigliani, 1 ex. (ZSI). 


Etymology: the species-name is derived from the Greek 
word ‘habros’ (ዕይዐዕር) abrós, meaning pretty or nice. 


Remarks: this species shows resemblances with another 
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Sumatran species, P. minima John, 1968 in facies but can be differ- 
entiated by its front margin of prothorax emarginated and bisinuate 
(vs. emarginated and simply concave in minimus), a row of small 
punctures bordering posterior margin of pronotum (vs. no regular 


Fig. 8 - Parafallia habra n. sp., aedeagus: a, lateral view; b, tip of tegminal cap. 
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row of subbasal punctures in minimus), elytral punctures, especially 
in anterior half finer and sparser, antennal club with two transverse 
fine annulations (vs. no distinct annulation in minimus). Aedeagus of 
P. minimus has not been studied and hence could not be compared 
with that of P. habra. 


Genus Paramaschema Heller 


Paramaschema farak n. sp. 


General appearance (Fig. 9) broadly oblong, convex dorsally 
and flattened ventrally, sides explanate and margins wavy, shiny, 
coarsely punctate-pubescent; reddish-brown with head, median part 
of pronotum, and sutural as well as sides of elytra darker. 


Head small, exposed part transverse, partly concealed by prono- 
tum, fronto-clypeal suture situated in front of antennal insertions, 
vertex moderately coarsely punctate, clypeus impunctate, dorsum 
moderately setose; eyes moderately large, somewhat projecting and 
coarsely facetted, considerably covered by pronotum; antenna mod- 
erately long, longer than pronotum, scape moderately large, pedicel 
shorter and narrower than scape, segments 3-5 longer than pedicel 
and subequal, segments 6-7 shorter than preceding segment, club 
large, elongate, balloon-shaped, slightly shorter than one-third as 
long as antenna, without preapical annulation. 


Prothorax strongly transverse (0.56:1.00) and widest near middle, 
narrowed towards front, front margin deeply emarginate and concave, 
front angles blunt, sides outwardly curved, basal margin trisinuate; 
pronotal disc convex and broadly explanate on sides; puncturation 
on disc coarse and moderately sparse, separated by about 2-4 diam- 
eter, punctures slightly denser on sides, pronotum sparsely setose; 
median part of disc dark brown and sides yellowish. 


Scutellum transverse, triangular and impunctate. 


Elytra broader than long (0.84:1.00), about 2.4x as long as protho- 
rax; basal margin emarginate, bisinuate and fitting with prothoracic 
base, humeral angles blunt; widest in anterior half, sides explanate, 
margin undulated; puncturation on elytral disc coarse, dense, sepa- 
rated by about 0.75-1.5 diameter, punctures obscure on explanate 
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Fig. 9 - Paramaschema farak n. sp., dorsal view (scale 
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sides, setae moderately sparse but distinct; sides and sutural part of 
elytra darker leaving an elongate yellowish space on each elytron. 
Ventral side reddish-brown, paler than dark area of dorsum; pro- 
sternum with moderately dense punctures mesally and impunctate on 
sides, metasternum almost impunctate; abdominal ventrites impunc- 
tate and finely setose; elytral epipleura broad, 118 surface slightly wavy. 
Aedeagus (Fig. 10) on one side, median lobe forming a tube, its 
distal end bilobed; tegmen forming a cap-piece partially enveloping 
median lobe, its distal end spatulate and beset with setae. 
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Fig. 10 - Paramaschema farak n. sp.: aedeagus, lateral view. 
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Measurements of holotype: total length 2.10 mm, width of head 
across eyes 0.53 mm, length of antenna 0.78 mm, length and width 
of prothorax 0.60 mm and 1.20 mm, length and width of elytra 1.47 
110911.) mMM: 


Holotype d: Mentawei, Si Oban, IV-VIII. 1894, E. Modigliani 
(MSNG). 

Paratype: Mentawei, Sipora, Sereinu, V-VI.1894, E. Modiglia- 
nis leso (ZSI): 

Etymology: the specific name is the Hindi adjective 'farak' 
(meaning different) refers to very different appearance of the body 
and male genitalia of the species. 


Remarks: this species shows some similarity with the 
Japanese species, P. tumidium John, 1954 in slightly bicoloured 
dorsum but can be differentiated by the sides of pronotum lighter 
(vs. antero-median part of pronotum lighter in tumidium), elongated 
lighter patch from base to more than posterior third of each elytron 
(vs. lighter antero-median half of elytra in tumidium), no protuber- 
ance on humeral portion of elytra, punctures on pronotum and elytra 
considerably sparser. Further, unlike other species of Paramaschema 
the tip of median lobe of this species is broad and bilobed. 


Genus Cephalophanus John 


Cephalophanus chhakka n. sp. 


General appearance (Fig. 11) rather orbicular, convex dorsally 
and flattened ventrally, vestiture constituting minute setae, moder- 
ately long antenna with a distinct club; six moderately large, globu- 
lar yellowish spots on blackish elytra, sides of pronotum paler than 


middle. 


Head small, exposed part transverse, largely concealed by pro- 
notum and hardly seen from above in dorsal view, fronto-clypeal 
suture situated in front of antennal insertions, dorsum punctate- 
pubescent; eyes moderately large, coarsely facetted, covered almost 
completely from above by pronotum; antenna moderately long, 
longer than pronotum, scape moderately large, pedicel short, nar- 
rower and about as broad as long, segment 3 elongate, segments 
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; exposed part of head and 
antenna above dorsal view of the body (scale = 1.0 mm.). 


Fig. 11 - Cephalophanus chhakka n. sp., dorsal view 
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4-7 short, subequal, a little elongate or about as broad as long, seg- 
ments 8-9 feebly wider than preceding segment and slightly trans- 
verse, club large, elongate and balloon-shaped, about one-fourth as 
long as antenna, without preapical annulation. 


Prothorax strongly transverse (0.54:1.00), narrowed in front, 
front margin considerably emarginate and concave, front angles 
blunt, lateral margin feebly arched and narrowly bordered, two lat- 
eral pits situated close to front angle and slightly beneath middle, 
hind angles prominent and slightly acute, basal margin clearly sinu- 
ate on either side of middle; pronotal disc convex and moderately 
explanate at sides; puncturation on disc fine and sparse, punctures 
separated by about 3-6 diameter, pronotum sparsely setose; median 
part of pronotum blackish and sides yellowish. 


Scutellum small, transverse, obscurely punctate and setose.. 


Elytra broader than long (0.92:1.00), about 2.7x as long as pro- 
thorax, basal margin slightly sinuate on either side of middle and 
fiting with prothoracic base, humeral angles blunt, widest near 
middle; sides somewhat explanate and margins almost rounded; 
punctures on elytral disc moderately coarse, separated by about 1-2 
diameter, setae moderately dense and distinct, little denser on sides; 
elytra blackish, three large orbicular yellowish spots on each ely- 
tron- two in anterior half and one in posterior half, six smaller spots 
arranged close to border. 


Ventral side reddish-brown medially and paler on sides; pro- and 
metasternum with fine and dense punctures; abdominal ventrites clearly 
punctate but slightly finer than on metasternum; ventrum not setose. 


Measurements of holotype: total length 3.74 mm, width of head 
across eyes 0.80 mm, length of antenna 1.36 mm, length and width 
of prothorax 1.12 mm and 2.04 mm, length and width of elytra 3.08 
mmand 3.32 mam. 

Holotype Y: Sumatra, Si-Rambé, XII.1890-III.1891, E. Modi- 
gliani (MSNG). 

Paratypes: same data as holotype, 5 ex. (3: MSNG, 2: ZSIj 
Sumatra, M.te Singalang, VII.1878, O. Beccari, 1 ex. (MSNG). 

Etymology: the specific name is the Bengali adjective 
‘chhakka’, meaning six, that refers to the six large orbicular spots 
on elytra. 


Remarks: this species shows some similarity with . the 
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North Bornean species, C. keninganus John, 1967 and C. octopuncta- 
tus John, 1967 in partially lighter pronotum and presence of orbicu- 
lar lighter patches on dark brown elytra. But. this species can be 
distinguished from the above and other known species of Cephalo- 
phanus in having interruption of lateral lighter band of pronotum in 
antero-median part, presence of three large yellowish orbicular spots 
on each elytron in addition to six small spherical marginal spots, 
elytral punctures are slightly coarser and denser than in C. keninga- 
nus and C. octopunctatus. In the paratype of C. chhakka from Mount 
Singalang the lateral lighter bands of pronotum are confined near 
the hind angles leaving remaining part of pronotum dark brown. 


Family CERYLONIDAE 


Genus Euxestus Wollaston 


Euxestus grandis n. sp. 


General appearance (Fig. 12) hemispherical, about 1.3x as long 
as broad, convex dorsally and flattened ventrally, shiny, dorsum 
with fine and moderately sparse punctures, almost glabrous; red- 
dish-brown, legs paler. 


Head small, exposed part distinctly transverse, partly concealed 
by pronotum, fronto-clypeal suture situated in front of antennal 
insertions, clypeus broad and front margin rounded, labrum partly 
visible, frons and vertex evenly convex; puncturation on vertex mod- 
erately fine, irregular, separated by about 1-3 diameter; eyes mod- 
erately large, somewhat projecting and coarsely facetted. Antenna 
moderately long, longer than pronotum, resting in antennal cavities 
in repose, scape moderately large and curved, pedicel short, narrower 
and about as broad as long, segment 3 elongate, segments 4-8 short, 
subequal and transverse, segment 9 slightly wider than preceding 
segment; club large, about as broad as long and somewhat oblique, 
with subapical transverse impression and apical setose lobe. 


Prothorax strongly transverse (0.42:1.00), narrowed in front, 
front margin slightly emarginate, front angles obtusely rounded; lat- 
eral margin feebly arched, smooth and finely bordered; hind angles 
shghtly acute from above, basal margin slightly bisinuate on either 
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side of scutellum; puncturation on pronotum finer than on vertex, 
moderately sparsely arranged, separated by about 2-4 diameter, setae 
scanty and obscure. 


12 


Fig. 12 - Euxestus grandis n. sp., dorsal view (scale = 1.0 mm.). 


Scutellum transverse, triangular and impunctate. 


Elytra broader than long (0.94:1.00), about 2.7x as long as pro- 
thorax, basal margin emarginate and fitting with prothoracic base, 
humeral angles not prominent and blunt, widest near anterior third; 
sides evenly rounded; some minute punctures arranged in widely 
separated linear rows, setae obscure. 


Ventral side not paler than dorsum; sides of prosternum with 
well developed cavities for reception of antennae, median part of 
prosternal process longitudinally ridged; metasternum with sparse 
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punctures laterally and almost impunctate mesally; abdominal ven- 
trites with fine and moderately sparse punctures, glabrous. 


Measurements of holotype: total length 2.60 mm, width of head 
across eyes 0.74 mm, length of antenna 0.76 mm, length and width 
of prothorax 0.65 mm and 1.52 mm, length and width of elytra 1.80 
mm and 1.90 mm. 


Holotype: Mentawei, Sipora, Sereinu, V-VI.1894, E. Modiglia- 
ni (MSNG). | 

Paratypes: same data as holotype, 1 ex. (MSNG); Sumatra, 
Siboga, X-1890-III.1891, E. Modigliani, 1 ex. (ZSI). 


Etymology: The species name is derived from the Latin 
word ‘grandis’, meaning large, that refers to its comparatively larger 
body size. 

Remarks: This species differs from two Sumatran species, 
E. translucidus Motschulsky, 1859 and E. erithacus (Chevrolat, 1863) 
by more convex and globose shape, prothorax more diverging pos- 
teriorly and more transverse (1.0:2.5 vs. 1.0:1.8 in translucidus and 
erithacus), linear arrangement of elytral punctures (vs. confused in 
translucidus and erithacus), antennal club segment obliquely trans- 
verse (inner margin shorter than outer margin vs. bilaterally sym- 
metrical in translucidus and erithacus), and larger body size (2.6 mm. 
long vs. 1.9-2.2 mm. long in translucidus and erithacus). 


Family SPHAEROSOMATIDAE 


Genus Sphaerosoma Leach 


Sphaerosoma sp. 


Material: Sumatra, Padang, 1890, E. Modigliani, 1 ex. (MSNG). 
Size: length 2.05 mm. 
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ABSTRACT 


Determination of a collection of heteromeroid and cucujoid beetles of the 
Museo Civico di Storia Naturale “G. Doria", Genoa revealed 15 species belonging 
to 6 families, viz., Othniidae, Inopeplidae, Monotomidae, Discolomidae, Ceryloni- 
dae and Sphaerosomatidae. These include 2 new species of Inopeplidae: Inopeplus 
pacificus (Pacific Islands, Mentawai), Inopeplus sthulalinga (West African Islands); 
1 new species of Monotomidae: Indoleptipsius poggii (New Guinea); 4 new species 
of Discolomidae: Aphanocephalus naius (West African Islands), Parafallia habra 
(Sumatra), Paramaschema farak (Mentawai), Cephalophanus chhakka (Sumatra); and 
1 new species of Cerylonidae: Euxestus grandis (Mentawai, Sumatra). The inventory 
of the material including descriptions of the new species is presented. 
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RIASSUNTO 


Su una collezione di Heteromera e Cucujoidea del Museo Civico di Storia 
Naturale “G. Doria” di Genova (Coleoptera, Polyphaga). 


À seguito dell'esame di una serie di esemplari conservati da oltre un secolo 
nelle collezioni del Museo di Genova, l'Autore elenca una quindicina di specie, 
descrivendone ed illustrandone otto nuove: 

Inopeplidae = Inopeplus pacificus n. sp. (Is. Goodenough, Nuova Guinea e 
Mentawei), I. sthulalinga n. sp. (Is. S. Thomé e Is. Principe) 

Monotomidae = Indoleptipsius poggii n. sp. (Nuova Guinea) 

Discolomidae = Aphanocephalus nasus n. sp. (Is. Fernando Poo), Parafal- 
lia habra n. sp. (Sumatra), Paramaschema farak n. sp. (Mentawei), Cephalophanus 
chhakka n. sp. (Sumatra) 

Cerylonidae = Euxestus grandis n. sp. (Mentawei e Sumatra). 


